


Bring Your Own Devices Overview:

As teachers continue to embrace and bring forward 21st century learning and                        
fluency, it is important to reinforce that the technology available today is only as viable 
as the sound teaching taking place in the classroom. As such, ministry curriculum, the 
teacher expertise, skill set and practice, pushes forward the use of Personal Electronic        
Devices in the classroom as viable teaching and learning tools. As such, the Accept-
able Use Policy for Bring Your Own Devices governs the use of student owned elec-
tronic devices in the classroom to meet educational purpose.

Personal Electronic Devices include: Laptops, Netbooks, Tablets, Smart Phones etc.

Personal Electronic Devices and the Teacher’s Role:

With the integration and use of personal electronic devices and tech based tools, the 
role of the teacher does not change – but rather evolves. As a teaching profession, it is 
important to adapt with change, especially when the goal is to enrich student learning.
In regards to the use of personal electronic devices, the role of teacher is to facilitate 
the integration of the technological tools (laptops, netbooks, smart phones etc), in a 
manner that suits their comfort level, curriculum needs and overall expectations of use. 
In the end, the teacher facilitates and manages the use of the tech tools with a clear 
educational focus. The tools are only to be used with teacher permission. 



Getting Started:

Before inviting students to bring PEDs to class:

• Ensure that students have a clear understanding of their responsibilities as per 
the TCDSB Acceptable Use Policy.

• Advise parents that students are permitted (but not required) to bring their PEDs 
to class when there is a clear educational purpose articulated by the classroom 
teacher, and provide recommendations to ensure security and maximize produc-
tive time in class, as shown below:

• Student must abide by TCDSB Acceptable Use Policy, even when using own de-
vices.

• Have a secure method of transporting PED to school (e.g., backpack), keeping 
the device well-secured when not in use.

• Label the device to ensure easy identification of the owner.

• During the school day, students are responsible for securing the device when it is 
not in use.

• Device should be fully charged at home before bringing it to school.  Bring a la-
belled power cord or charging cable when necessary.

• At home, review the process for searching and connecting to a Wi-Fi network on 
student PED.

• Where applicable, review the process for disconnecting from a personal data plan 
on student PED.

•Where applicable, up-to-date antivirus software must be installed on the PED.

• No in-school technical support will be available for student PEDs.

• Where PEDs are laptops, provide the list in the section Portable Windows-based 
Computers to parents and students (where appropriate).



Additional Resources:
BYOT at Forsyth County Schools
So you’re interested in bringing your own technology to school? This is a wonderful inter-
active site that teachers can use to guide them as they decide how to implement student-
owned technology in their classrooms.

http://www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/cms/lib3/GA01000373/Centricity/Domain/33/BYOT/index.html 

Bloom’s Taxonomy Blooms Digitally
This excellent article by Andrew Churches outlines the revised Bloom’s taxonomy and sum-
marizes the digital tools that can be used to satisfy each level in the taxonomy. It offers full 
explanations for each of the digital tools.

http://www.techlearning.com/article/8670 

Discovery Education: Mobile Web 2.0 Tools

http://web2010.discoveryeducation.com/web20tools-mobile.cfm 

Edtech: Focus on K-12
School IT Leaders turn to “bring your own technology” programs to elevate learning without 
busting the budget

http://www.edtechmag.com/k12/events/updates/open-invitation.html

Education Week: Teacher PD Sourcebook
Writing Re-Launched: Teaching with Digital Tools

http://www.edweek.org/tsb/articles/2011/04/04/02digital.h04.html?intc=mv

Kennesaw State University / McBride’s BYOT (Bring Your Own Technology) Resources

https://web.kennesaw.edu/etc/content/mcbrides-byot-resources 

OSAPAC: Ontario Software Acquisition Program Advisory Committee
This site provides a list of Ministry licenses software and subscriptions available in Ontario 
schools. Some of these resources are also licensed for student home use, and would there-
fore be free for students to use on their own computers. Examples include: Geometer’s 
Sketchpad (software), Learn360 (subscription).

http://www.osapac.org/ 


