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When I entered Grade 9 in 1994, I did not face the turbulent 
waters of social media. I was not readily able to access videos 
online, nor did I have access to the internet at home. In fact, it 
was not until I was entering Grade 11 that I was able to access 
anything “.com” with any sort of ease.

Things are much different today. We require a refined and 
nuanced understanding of the fact that students are interacting 
in a different world to the one many educators experienced 
when they were young.

As a secondary Communications Technology teacher, with a 
background in film and new media production, I have a deep 
interest in all things media literacy. Well before becoming a 
teacher, I found myself on a journey to spread the message 
about the importance of media literacy as a mode to shape 
cultural understanding and critical conversation.

My goal over the course of my 15 years of teaching has been 
to transform learning and perception. Communications 
Technology is more than a course about logo design, 
video montages, or school calendars; it is grounded in 
anthropology, semiotics, and genre – and thus, culture. The 
“communications” must be the focus, and the “technology” 
the enabler of deep thinking and doing. Students must be 
challenged creatively, but it is important to understand that, to 
be creative, you must be critical and responsive.

As social media continues to evolve, so too does the need for 
ongoing media literacy education. With that in mind, let us 
look at “deepfakes,” a relatively recent form of “fake news.” 
Deepfakes are video or audio that have been altered, but can 
look or sound like the real thing. Sure, video could always be 
altered in terms of flow, but the deepfake is about the altering 
of the visual image itself. As the inception of these “deepfakes” 
comes at a critical socio-political time, it is imperative to 
understand we are at a cultural crossroads where the “truth” in 
video is now disposable.

A good example is the recent viral video deepfake of actor Bill 
Hader transforming into Tom Cruise while being interviewed 
by David Letterman. So seamless was the alteration that people 
on social media responded with pure horror. Though comedic, 
this deepfake is a stark reminder that we have entered a new 
world where the sacredness of video no longer exists.

This time the deepfake was used for comedic effect, but what 
happens when it is used for political propaganda? Our students 
are living in a new world where “reality” can be created. 
Ultimately, deepfakes could represent a threat to democracy. 
This phenomenon highlights the ever more pressing need for 
education that promotes critical media literacy. By nurturing 
students to be critical thinkers, we help them to realize the 
Catholic graduate expectation of the responsible citizen. We 
must dive deeper into “fake culture” and intentionally provide 
students with opportunities to practice research skills to 
expand their understanding between fact and fiction.

As we enter new and uncharted territory of video production 
and mass consumption, I advantageously take this opportunity 
to reassert that all things media must not live in the shadows 
of the curricular experience. Like all forms of literacy, media 
is very much part of our lives and the lives of our students. We 
need to understand and embrace media literacy as a critical 
literacy through transferable skills that speak to today’s world. 
This rings especially true when we take into account the 
realities of our students and the digitized world they live in.

Anthony Perrotta is a teacher with the Toronto Secondary Unit. He 
uses popular film as a tool to foster classroom dialogue on Catholic 
values and media literacy. 

For resources on how to explore 
the reality of deepfake videos 

in your classroom, 
visit aperrotta.com.
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